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to the warrant. The Rules of the High Courts relevant to filing of the various 

caveats are substantially similar. 

Whereas the Rules of the High Courts require that before issuing the warrant 

of arrest the registrar of the court shall ascertain whether or not any caveat 

warrant has been entered, rule 941 of the Bombay Rules, inter alia, requires 

that a Certificate of the Prothonotary & Senior Master (i.e. the Admiralty 

Registrar of the Court), certifying that search has been made in the Caveat 

Warrant Book and that no caveat has been filed, be annexed to the affidavit 

leading to the warrant. 

The Rules of all High Courts having Admiralty Jurisdiction require that the 

affidavit leading to the warrant shall state the nature of the claim in the suit 

and that it has not been satisfied. 

The Rules of the Calcutta and Madras courts also require that in a suit for 

bottomry a copy of the bottomry bond and, if in a foreign language, also a 

copy of a notarial translation thereof certified to be correct shall be annexed 

to the affidavit and the original bond and the notarial translation thereof shall 

be produced for the inspection and perusal of the court's registrar. 
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C h a p t e r  5 4  

PROCEDURE FOR SHIP ARREST 

 

a. Claimant executes a Power of Attorney normally to a person as may be 

suggested by the Claimants solicitor to act on behalf of the Claimant. A 

format of the said Power of Attorney is normally forwarded by the Claimants 

solicitor with the name of the Constituted attorney. The said Power of 

Attorney is properly executed, notarized and legalised and the original is 

couriered to the constituted attorney, normally they are employed by the 

solicitors. Since time is of essence the Power of Attorney when executed and 

notarized (pending legalization) is scanned and forwarded for further action. 

At the time of filing of the Plaint in the court Solicitors give an undertaking to 

the court to produce the original when received from the Claimant. The 

Original Power of Attorney is required to be stamped under the laws of India.  

b. Claimants solicitor takes search of the caveat book for caveats against 

arrest. 

c. Notice is given to the Consul General as per High Court Rules. 

d. Claimants files the Plaint, Undertaking, draft Judges Order, Draft Warrant 

of Arrest and its affidavit to the court under Admiralty jurisdiction. All the 

Exhibits and the documents relied are normally filed by way of a separate 

Compilation of Documents at the time of making an application for Arrest. 

e. Urgent application for obtaining order of arrest is moved before the 

Admiralty Judge, at the time of making the said application Plaint and other 

pleadings including the draft Judges Order should be produced before the 

Judge. The Caveat book for caveat against arrest is also produced. Admiralty 

Judge passes an order in terms of the Judges Order given to court. In some 
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